Journal to Stella

LETTER XXI

to answer him, and so kind, that I must answer him. The
emperor's8 death must, I think, cause great alterations in
Europe, and, I believe, will hasten a Peace. We reckon
our king Charles will be chosen emperor, and the duke
of Savoy set up for Spain; but I believe he will make
nothing of it. Dr. Freind and I dined in the city at a
printer's, and it has cost me two shillings in coach hire,
and a great deal more this week and month, which has
been almost all rain, with now and then sun-shine} and is
the truest April that I have known these many years.
The lime-trees in the Park are all out in leaves, though
not large leaves yet. Wise people are going into the
country; but many think the Parliament can hardly be up
these six weeks. Mr. Harley was with the queen on
Tuesday. I believe certainly he will be lord treasurer: I
have not seen him this week.
21. Morning. Lord keeper, and I, and Prior, and Sir
Thomas Mansel have appointed to dine this day with
George Granville. My head, I thank God, is better; but
to be giddyish three or four days together mortified me.
I take no snuff, and I will be very regular in eating little
and the gentlest meats. How does poor Stella just now,
with her deans and her Stoytes? Do they give you health
for the money you lose at ombre, sirrah? What say you
to that? Poor Dingley frets to see Stella lose that four
and eleven pence, t'other night. Let us rise. Morrow,
8 On 17 Apr. an express arrived reporting the death of Joseph I (1678-
1711), the young Emperor of Austria. His nest heir was his brother,
already acknowledged by the Allies as Charles III of Spain. On the 2Oth
a message was sent from, the Queen to both Houses announcing her inten-
tion of supporting the election of Charles as Emperor and endeavouring to
conclude the war with a safe and honourable peace. The Emperor's death
was a blow to the Whig programme oPNo peace without Spain*, for few
could now be found to urge that England should go on fighting to add
Spain and half America to the vast possessions Charles would inherit as
Emperor of Austria. The partition of the Spanish Empire had been a
declared objective of William IIL That policy was to be embodied by
St. John in the Peace of Utrecht (Bolingbroke's Letters, i. 99; and Letter
viii of his Study and Use of History}.
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